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1
VEHICLE DOOR

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an improvement of a
vehicular door for opening and closing a door opening portion
formed in a vehicle body.

BACKGROUND ART

A vehicular door includes a weather strip abutting on the
surrounding region of an edge of a door opening portion of a
vehicle body for preventing intrusion of water from the door
opening portion into the inside of a vehicle. A technique for
providing a front vehicular door with a weather strip is known
from, for example, patent literature 1 below.

The technique known from patent literature 1 is providing
a door mirror to a corner between a front top part of a door
body and a front bottom part of a door sash. A mirror base of
the door body is mounted to cover the door sash and a weather
strip is provided on a vehicular inside of the door sash for
preventing intrusion of water from a door opening portion
into the inside of a vehicle.

The weather strip is retained on the door sash by fitting in
a weather strip mounting portion of a U-shaped cross-section
formed on the door sash. However, it is difficult for only the
weather strip mounting portion to retain the weather strip near
the corner between the front top part of the door body and the
front bottom part of the door sash. As one measure against
this, generally, a method for retaining the weather strip by
clips is considered. In this case, however, it is difficult to
provide clip insertion holes near the corner at which the front
bottom part of the door sash is connected to the front top part
of'the door body. In addition, the provision of the clips makes
the structure complex, requiring an additional cost. An
improvement is needed to retain the weather strip in the
corner as well as to prevent the weather strip from being lifted

up.
PRIOR ART LITERATURE
Patent Literature
Patent Literature 1: JP-B-3608509
SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

An object of the present invention is to provide a technique
for providing a vehicular door with a simple structure retain-
ing a weather strip on the vehicular door at a reduced cost.

Solution to Problem

According to one aspect of the present invention, as defined
in claim 1, a vehicular door including a door body, a door sash
provided on a top portion of the door body, a weather strip
provided on vehicular insides of the door sash and the door
body for abutment on a surrounding region of an edge of a
door opening portion of a vehicle body, and a door mirror
provided in a corner between a front top part of the door body
and a front bottom part of the door sash, wherein the door
mirror covers a front lower end portion of the door sash when
the door mirror is viewed from a lateral side of a vehicle,
wherein the weather strip has an extension section extending
such that the extension section is interposed between the door
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mirror and an outside surface of the front lower end portion of
the door sash, the outside surface of the front lower end
portion of the door sash facing an outside of the vehicle, and
wherein the extension section is sandwiched between the
door mirror and the outside surface of the door sash.

Preferably, as defined in claim 2, a door sash moulding is
mounted to the outside surface of the door sash, and the door
sash moulding includes a lower end portion having an outer
surface covered by the door mirror. In addition, the door sash
moulding has a lower end distant from the top portion of the
door body in an upward direction of the door, and the exten-
sion section is located between the lower end of the door sash
moulding and the top portion of the door body.

Preferably, as defined in claim 3, the extension section
abuts on the lower end of the door sash moulding.

Preferably, as defined in claim 4, the extension section
includes a protrusion section between the door sash moulding
and the door body, and the protrusion section projecting out-
wardly in a widthwise direction of the vehicle. In addition, the
door mirror includes an engagement recess engaging the pro-
trusion section, and a protrusion height from the extension
section to a distal end of the protrusion section is smaller than
a thickness of the door sash moulding in the widthwise direc-
tion of the vehicle.

Preferably, as defined in claim 5, the door mirror includes
a mirror body, a mirror base mounting the mirror body to the
corner, and a gap absorbing member having elasticity, the gap
absorbing member being provided on a back surface of the
mirror base, and the gap absorbing member is pressed by the
mirror base against the door sash moulding and the weather
strip.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

Regarding the invention defined in claim 1, when viewed
from the lateral side of the vehicle, the door mirror covers the
front lower end portion of the door sash. The weather strip has
the extension section extending such that the extension sec-
tion is interposed between the door mirror and the outside
surface of the front lower end portion of the door sash. The
door mirror is used to sandwich the extension section of the
weather strip between the door mirror and the outside surface
of'the door sash. That is, the weather strip can be retained by
the simple structure in the vehicular door without being lifting
up. Since the door mirror and the outside surface of the door
sash sandwich the weather strip therebetween, the use of clips
can be abolished to thereby reduce the cost.

Regarding the invention defined in claim 2, since the door
sash moulding is mounted to the outside surface of the door
sash and the outer surface of the lower end portion of the door
sash moulding is covered by the door mirror, a part of the door
sash moulding covered by the door mirror can be short. The
cost of the door sash moulding can be thus reduced. Since the
lower end of the door sash moulding is distant from the top
portion of the door body in the upward direction of the door
and the extension section of the weather strip is located
between the lower end of the door sash moulding and the top
portion of the door body, the door sash moulding and the
extension section can be arranged not to overlap in a thickness
direction of the door. For this reason, the vehicular door can
have a reduced thickness.

Regarding the invention defined in claim 3, the extension
section of the weather strip abuts on the lower end of the door
sash moulding such that the extension section limits a posi-
tion of the door sash moulding in a longitudinal direction of
the door sash moulding. As a result, there is no need for
additional parts for limiting the position of the door sash
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moulding in the longitudinal direction of the door sash moul-
ding. This leads to reducing the parts cost.

Regarding the invention defined in claim 4, the extension
section of the weather strip includes the protrusion section
projecting outwardly in the widthwise direction of the
vehicle, and the door mirror includes the engagement recess
for engagement with the protrusion section. Such a simple
arrangement can prevent the weather strip from being pulled
out. The protrusion height from the extension section to the
distal end of the protrusion section is smaller than the thick-
ness of the door sash moulding in the widthwise direction of
the vehicle. For this reason, the protrusion section can engage
the engagement recess with the door mirror abutting on the
door sash, such that the vehicular door has a further small
thickness.

Regarding the invention defined in claim 5, the door mirror
includes the mirror body, the mirror base mounting the mirror
body to the corner, and the gap absorbing member provided
on the back surface of the mirror base. The gap absorbing
member having elasticity fills a gap between the mirror base
and each of the door sash moulding and the weather strip to
thereby provide soundproof effect and waterproof effect. In
addition, the gap absorbing member 33 having the elasticity
absorbs a difference in dimension between the door sash
moulding and the weather strip in the thickness direction of
the door. For this reason, the mirror base to be disposed on a
vehicular outside of the gap absorbing member can be a
planar simple shape. Thus, in a case where the mirror case is
made by resin-molding, the moldability is improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevation view of a vehicular door accord-
ing to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of the relevant part of the
vehicular door shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view of the vehicular door shown in FIG. 2 with
a mirror base removed;

FIG. 4 is a view of the vehicular door shown in FIG. 3 with
a gap absorbing member removed;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the relevant part of the
vehicular door shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged view of the relevant part of a weather
strip according to the present invention;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged view of the relevant part of the gap
absorbing member according to the present invention;

FIG. 8 is across-sectional view taken along line 8-8 of F1G.
2; and

FIG.9is across-sectional view taken along line 9-9 of F1G.
2.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENT

A certain preferred embodiment of the present invention is
described below with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings.

Embodiment

As shown in FIG. 1, a vehicular door 10 is, for example, a
hinged door provided on a side of a driver’s seat of a vehicle.
The vehicular door 10 includes a door body 11 and a door sash
12 provided on a top portion of the door body 11.

A door mirror 14 is provided in a corner 13 between a front
top part of the door body 11 and a front bottom part of the door
sash 12. The door sash 12 and an upper edge of the door body
11 surround a window opening portion 15. A door glass 16 is
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provided in the window opening portion 15 for opening and
closing the window opening portion 15. An outer handle 17 is
mounted on a rear upper part of the door body 11. The door
sash 12 includes an upper piece section 21 and a lateral piece
section 22.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the upper piece section 21 of
the door sash 12 has a surface 23 facing the outside of the
vehicle, and a door sash moulding 24 is mounted to the
outside surface 23. The door mirror 14 has a mirror body 31,
amirror base 32 mounting the mirror body 31 to the corner 13
between the door body 11 and the door sash 12, and a gap
absorbing member 33 provided on a back surface of the
mirror base 32.

The mirror base 32 has a generally triangular shape as
viewed from a lateral side of the vehicle. When viewed from
the lateral side of the vehicle, an upper part of the mirror base
32 has an upper edge portion 34 extending along the upper
piece section 21 and located below the door sash moulding
24, and a cover portion 35 covering a front lower end portion
of'the upper piece section 21 and covering an outer surface 25
of'a lower end portion of the door sash moulding 24.

The cover portion 35 is convex in a forward direction of the
vehicle to provide a specific outer visual appearance of the
mirror base 32, thereby improving the design of the corner 13.
The outside surface 23 of the door sash 12 is covered by the
door sash moulding 24 and the mirror base 32, thereby
improving the design of the entire door sash 12.

Next, a discussion is made as to the door 10 with the mirror
base 32 removed. As shown in FIG. 3, the mirror body 31 has
a stay 36 on a side of the gap absorbing member 33. The stay
36 is secured to the door sash 12 by bolts 37, 37. The gap
absorbing member 33 has a cutout 41 formed therein to avoid
overlapping the stay 36, when viewed from the lateral side of
the vehicle.

The outer surface 25 of the lower end portion of the door
sash moulding 24 is located closer to a vehicular inside than
the gap absorbing member 33 is. When viewed from the
lateral side of the vehicle, the outer surface 25 overlaps the gas
absorbing member 33. The gap absorbing member 33 has a
front side forming a bulge portion 38 which is convex in a
location corresponding to a back surface of the cover portion
35 (FIG. 2) of the mirror base 32 (FIG. 2).

Next, a discussion is made as to positioning of the weather
strip. As shown in FIGS. 4 and 5, a weather strip 50 is
provided on vehicular insides of the door sash 12 and the door
body 11 and abuts on the surrounding region of an edge of a
door opening portion of a vehicle body. The weather strip 50
has a body section 51 extending along edges of the door sash
12 and the door body 11, a ridge section 52 rising from the
body section 51 in an outward direction of the vehicle, and an
extension section 53 extending from the body section 51 at
the root of the ridge section 52 such that the extension section
53 is interposed between the outside surface 23 of the upper
piece section 51 and the door mirror 13.

The door sash moulding 24 does not extend to a lower end
of'the upper piece section 21 of the door sash 12, and the door
sash moulding 24 has a lower end 24aq distant from the top
portion 11a of the door body 11 in an upward direction of the
door. The extension section 53 is located between the lower
end 24q of the door sash moulding 24 and the top portion 11a
of the door body 11. The extension section 53 extends from
the lower end 24a of the door sash moulding 24 to the top
portion 11a of the door body 11. The lower end 24a of the
door sash moulding 24 is positioned by abutting on an upper
end 534 of the extension section 53.

The body section 51 of the weather strip 50 is provided on
the vehicular insides of the door body 51 and the door sash 12.
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The extension section 53 is disposed alongside the outside
surface 23 of the door sash 12.

Next, a discussion is made as to the weather strip 50. As
shown in FIG. 6, the weather strip 50 is made of elastic
material. The ridge section 52 and the extension section 53 are
formed integrally with the body section 51. At two locations
on a distal end of the extension section 53, protrusion sections
54, 54 projecting outwardly are provided. The protrusion
sections 54, 54 extend along an edge of the extension section
53.

Next, a discussion is made as to the gap absorbing member
33. As shown in FIG. 7, engagement recesses 55, 55 recessed
to engage the protrusion sections 54 (FIG. 6) of the weather
strip 50 (FIG. 6) are provided on a back surface 39 of the bulge
portion 38 of the gap absorbing member 33. The engagement
recesses 55, 55 extend along an edge of the bulge portion 38.

Next, a discussion is made as to a mounted state of the
weather strip 50. As shown in FIG. 8, the door sash 12 has a
mounting portion 27 provided on an upper surface 26 thereof
for mounting the weather strip 50. The mounting portion 27 is
in the form of a U-shaped cross-section. The body section 51
of the weather strip 50 is in the form of a semicircular cross-
section. The body section 51 has fitting sections 56 formed at
anopen part thereof for fitting in the mounting portion 27. The
mounting portion 27 has inwardly curved parts defining an
opening therebetween while the fitting sections 56 project
outwardly, such that the fitting sections 56 are caught on the
mounting portion 27.

The door sash moulding 24 is sandwiched between the
outside surface 23 of the door sash 12 and the gap absorbing
member 33. The gap absorbing member 33 is pressed by the
mirror base 32 against the outer surface 25 of the lower end
portion of the door sash moulding 24.

As shown in FIG. 9, the extension section 53 of the weather
strip 50 is sandwiched between the outside surface 23 of the
door sash 12 and the gap absorbing member 33. The protru-
sion section 54 engages the engagement recess 55. That is, the
weather strip 50 is difficult to pull out of the door sash 12 not
only because the fitting sections 56, 56 are caught on the
mounting portion 27 but also because the extension section 53
and the protrusion section 54 are clamped.

The gap absorbing member 33 has a groove 42 provided on
an outer side thereof. A rib 43 is provided on the back surface
of the mirror base 32. The rib 43 fits in the groove 42 to
thereby determine positions of the gap absorbing member 33
and the mirror base 32. The gap absorbing member 33 is
pressed by the mirror base 32 against the extension section 53.

A height from the extension section 53 to a distal end of the
protrusion section 54 is H1. Turning back to FIG. 8, the door
sash moulding 24 has a thickness H2 in a widthwise direction
of the vehicle. A relationship between the height H1 and the
thickness H2 is defined by H1<H2. This enables the protru-
sion section 54 to engage the engagement recess 55 with the
door mirror 14 abutting on the door sash 12. Since the width
H1 is smaller than the thickness H2 of the door sash 12, the
weather strip 50 is not pulled out while the vehicular door 10
has a further small thickness.

The vehicular door discussed above is summarized as fol-
lows.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 9, when viewed from the lateral
side of the vehicle, the door mirror 14 covers a front lower end
portion of the door sash 12. The weather strip 50 has the
extension section 53 extending such that the extension section
53 is interposed between the door mirror 14 and the outside
surface 23 of the front lower end portion of the door sash 12.
The door mirror 14 is used to sandwich the extension section
53 of the weather strip 50 between the door mirror 14 and the
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outside surface 23 of the door sash 12. That is, the weather
strip 50 can be retained by the simple structure in the vehicu-
lar door 10 without being lifting up. Since the door mirror 14
and the outside surface 23 of the door sash 12 sandwich the
weather strip 50 therebetween, the use of clips can be abol-
ished to thereby reduce the cost.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, since the door sash moulding
24 is mounted to the outside surface 23 of the door sash 12 and
the outer surface 25 of the lower end portion of the door sash
moulding 24 is covered by the door mirror 14, the part of the
door sash moulding 24 covered by the door mirror 14 can be
short. The cost of the door sash moulding 24 can be thus
reduced. Since the lower end of the door sash moulding 24 is
distant from the top portion 11a of the door body 11 in the
upward direction of the door and the extension section 53 of
the weather strip 50 is located between the lower end 24a of
the door sash moulding 24 and the top portion 11a of the door
body 11, the door sash moulding 24 and the extension section
53 can be arranged not to overlap in a thickness direction of
the door. For this reason, the vehicular door 10 can have a
reduced thickness.

As shown in FIG. 4, the extension section 53 of the weather
strip 50 abuts on the lower end 24q of the door sash moulding
24 such that the extension section 53 limits a position of the
door sash moulding 24 in a longitudinal direction of the door
sash moulding 24. As a result, there is no need for additional
parts for limiting the position of the door sash moulding 24 in
the longitudinal direction of the door sash moulding 24. This
leads to reducing the parts cost.

As shown in FIGS. 8 and 9, the extension section 53 of the
weather strip 50 includes the protrusion section 54 projecting
outwardly in the widthwise direction of the vehicle, and the
door mirror 14 includes the engagement recess 55 for engage-
ment with the protrusion section 54. Such a simple arrange-
ment can prevent the weather strip 50 from being pulled out.
The protrusion height H1 from the extension section 53 to the
distal end of the protrusion section 54 is set to be smaller than
the thickness H2 of the door sash moulding 24 in the width-
wise direction of the vehicle. For this reason, the protrusion
section 54 can engage the engagement recess 55 with the door
mirror 14 abutting on the door sash 12, such that the vehicular
door 10 has a further small thickness.

As shown in FIGS. 2, 3 and 9, the door mirror 14 includes
the mirror body 31, the mirror base 32 mounting the mirror
body 31 to the corner 13, and the gap absorbing member 33
provided on the back surface of the mirror base 32. The gap
absorbing member having elasticity fills a gap between the
mirror base 32 and each of the door sash moulding 24 and the
weather strip 50 to thereby provide soundproof effect and
waterproof effect. In addition, the gap absorbing member 33
having the elasticity absorbs a difference in dimension
between the door sash moulding 24 and the weather strip 50
in the thickness direction of the door. For this reason, the
mirror base 32 to be disposed on a vehicular outside of the gap
absorbing member 33 can be a planar simple shape. Thus, in
a case where the mirror case 32 is made by resin-molding, the
moldability is improved.

Although the protrusion sections 54 are provided at the two
locations in the embodiment, the number of the locations
where the protrusion section 54 is provided may be one, three
orthelike. The gap absorbing member 33 and the engagement
recess 55 may correspond in number to the protrusion section
54 of the weather strip 50. Although the vehicular door 10 is
provided on the side of the driver’s seat in the embodiment,
the door 10 may be adapted to a side of a passenger seat next
to the driver” seat.
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INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The technique according to the present invention is suitable
for a vehicular door having a weather strip.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 . .. a vehicular door, 11 . . . a door body, 11a . . . a top
portion of the door body, 12 . . . a door sash, 13 . . . a corner,
14 . .. a door mirror, 23 . . . a surface of the door sash facing
an outside of a vehicle, 24 . . . a door sash moulding, 24a . . .
alower end of'the door sash moulding, 25 . . . an outer surface
of a lower end portion of the door sash moulding, 31 . . . a
mirror body, 32 . . . a mirror base, 33 . . . a gap absorbing
member, 50 . . . a weather strip, 53 . . . an extension section,
54 . .. aprotrusion section, 55 . . . an engagement recess

The invention claimed is:

1. A vehicular door including a door body, a door sash
provided on a top portion of the door body, a weather strip
provided on vehicular insides of the door sash and the door
body for abutment on a surrounding region of an edge of a
door opening portion of a vehicle body, and a door mirror
provided in a corner between a front top part of the door body
and a front bottom part of the door sash,

wherein the door mirror covers a front lower end portion of

the door sash when the door mirror is viewed from a
lateral side of a vehicle,

wherein the weather strip has an extension section extend-

ing such that the extension section is interposed between
the door mirror and an outside surface of the front lower
end portion of the door sash, the outside surface of the
front lower end portion of the door sash facing an outside
of the vehicle,

wherein the extension section is sandwiched between the

door mirror and the outside surface of the door sash,
wherein a door sash moulding is mounted to the outside
surface of the door sash,
wherein the door sash moulding includes a lower end por-
tion having an outer surface covered by the door mirror,

wherein the door sash moulding has a lower end distant
from the top portion of the door body in an upward
direction of the door, and
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wherein the extension section is located between the lower
end of the door sash moulding and the top portion of the
door body.

2. The door of claim 1, wherein the extension section abuts
on the lower end of the door sash moulding.

3. The door of claim 2, wherein the extension section
includes a protrusion section between the door sash moulding
and the door body, the protrusion section projecting out-
wardly in a widthwise direction of the vehicle,

wherein the door mirror includes an engagement recess

engaging the protrusion section, and

wherein a protrusion height from the extension sectionto a

distal end of the protrusion section is smaller than a
thickness of the door sash moulding in the widthwise
direction of the vehicle.

4. The door of claim 1, wherein the door mirror includes a
mirror body, a mirror base mounting the mirror body to the
corner, and a gap absorbing member having elasticity, the gap
absorbing member being provided on a back surface of the
mirror base, and

wherein the gap absorbing member is pressed by the mirror

base against the door sash moulding and the weather
strip.

5. The door of claim 2, wherein the door mirror includes a
mirror body, a mirror base mounting the mirror body to the
corner, and a gap absorbing member having elasticity, the gap
absorbing member being provided on a back surface of the
mirror base, and

wherein the gap absorbing member is pressed by the mirror

base against the door sash moulding and the weather
strip.

6. The door of claim 3, wherein the door mirror includes a
mirror body, a mirror base mounting the mirror body to the
corner, and a gap absorbing member having elasticity, the gap
absorbing member being provided on a back surface of the
mirror base, and

wherein the gap absorbing member is pressed by the mirror

base against the door sash moulding and the weather
strip.



